INTRODUCTION
Equatorial Guinea is located in Western Central Africa (fig. 1 ). The country includes two main islands in the Gulf of Guinea: Bioko (2017 km²) , 32 km from the coast of Cameroon, and Annobón (17 km²) , 400 km from Gabon. The continental mainland, Río Muni (26000 km²) is located between 1º and 2º30' N and 9°30' and 11°30' E. Elobey and Corisco are small islands near the border of Río Muni with Gabon. Pico Basile, on Bioko Island, is the highest peak (altitude: 3011 m) and occupies half of the island, the other half being occupied by two other volcanoes: La caldera de Luba (2261 m) and Pico Biaó (2009 m) (PÉREZ DEL VAL, 1996) . Malabo, north of the island, has a drier season from December to January and annual precipitation of 1932 mm per year. Pluviometry is more important in the southern part of the island, with up to 10150 mm annual rainfall at Ureca. The temperature oscillates around 26 °C at sea level. There are strong variations in precipitation, temperature and humidity with al-titude (PÉREZ DEL VAL, 1996) . From West to East, Río Muni is divided into three mains parts. The coastal zone includes a littoral sandy plain about 30 km wide followed by small hills about 200 m high. The Niefang Mountain Range reaching 1200 m crosses Río Muni. The eastern part of the country is a vast plateau of 600 to 700 m altitude scattered with inselbergs. Climate in Río Muni is equatorial with two drier seasons: from July to September and from December to February. Mean precipitation 2500 mm/year, temperature is around 26 °C all year.
Melastomataceae collections from Equatorial Guinea in the last twenty years were mainly collected by the Real Jardín Botánico of Madrid and the Laboratoire de Botanique systématique et de Phytosociologie of the Université Libre de Bruxelles. A good review of the botanical work in Equatorial Guinea is given in . Most recent collections from Río Muni in BRLU were collected by Senterre for his study of the forest of the Parque Nacional de Monte Alén and the Parque Nacional de Nsork (SEN- TERRE & NGUEMA, 2001; SENTERRE, 2001) and by Parmentier, with her studies on the inselberg vegetation (PARMENTIER & al., 2001; .
Early general studies giving information on Melastomataceae of West tropical Africa come from HUTCHINSON (1928) , GUINEA (1946 GUINEA ( , 1951 and HUTCHINSON & DALZIEL (1954) . The major work of Jacques-Félix, is our main reference for this paper, especially his flora of Melastomataceae from Cameroon (JACQUES-FÉLIX, 1983a) and Gabon (JACQUES-FÉLIX, 1983b) . It was usefully completed by a recent revision of Calvoa (FIGUEIREDO, 2001) . Recent works notifying the occurrence of Melastomataceae species on Bioko are those of MORALES (1994 and FERNÁNDEZ CASAS & MORALES VALVERDE (1995) .
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The check list is mainly based on the examination of about 600 Melastomataceae herbarium specimens from BATA (Herbario Nacional de Guinea Ecuatorial), BRLU (Herbarium de l'Université Libre de Bruxelles) and MA (Herbario del Real Jardín Botánico de Madrid). Determinations were based on the works of Jacques-Félix, especially in the flora of Melastomataceae of Gabon (JACQUES-FÉLIX, 1983a) and Cameroon (JACQUES-FÉLIX, 1983b) completed by more recent works (BORHIDI, 1993; JACQUES-FÉLIX, 1987; J. LEJOLY & S. LISOWSKI, 1999c; FIGUEIREDO, 2001) . Bibliographic records from Melastomataceae in Equatorial Guinea were obtained mainly from AEDO & al. (1999) , completed by recent publications like those of LEJOLY & LISOWSKI (1999a,b,c) , , PARMENTIER & al. (2001 . Doubtful records and insufficiently known species are given at the end of the check list. The locality names used in this check list have been brought up-to-date and made uniform (table 1), localities are mapped in figure 1. Those localities are in agreement with those cited in the check list of the Pteridophytes of Equatorial Guinea (VELAYOS & al., 2001) . The check list is alphabetically ordered by species within genera. Under each accepted taxon, the accepted synonyms used in the literature of Equatorial Guinea are included (JACQUES-FÉLIX, 1974b; LEBRUN & STORK, 1991 , 1997 FIGUEIREDO, 2001) . Specimens are alphabetically arranged within province, locality and collector. The herbaria where they are deposited are mentioned. Herbarium codes for MA specimens are given. The indice "st" means that a specimen is sterile. Previous bibliographical records for each taxon are listed. When the taxon was recorded under an accepted synonym it is indicated (i.e. LEJOLY, 1999b: 118, sub Dissotis irvingiana) .
New signalisations for the country are indicated by a "*" before the taxon name. Acasakira, rocher (Wele-Nzas) 1º7 
Previously recorded from BIOKO (HUT- CHINSON & DALZIEL, 1954: 252; MORALES, 1994: 13; 1995: 17) . Parmentier & Esono 2721 , 2763 . Previously recorded from Bioko (HUT- CHINSON & DALZIEL, 1954: 246; MORALES, 1994: 17) . Previously recorded from Bioko (GUINEA, 1946: 176, 340 sub Dissotis decumbens; GUINEA, 1951a: 180-181 sub D. decumbens; HUTCHINSON & DALZIEL, 1954: 257 sub D. decumbens; MORALES, 1994: 15-17 sub D. de-cumbens) and Río Muni (LEJOLY & LISOWSKI, 1999c: 185) . Previously recorded from Río Muni (LEJO- LY & LISOWSKI, 1999c: 188; PARMENTIER, 2002: 915) .
*Amphiblemma molle

Guyonia ciliata
Heterotis arenaria
Heterotis prostrata
The specimens of H. rotundifolia (Sm.) Jacq.-Fél. and Dissotis fruticosa (Brenan) Keay we examined do not show sufficent differences with H. prostrata. We decided to include them under H. prostrata. As we have not compared the type material of the three species, we do not put them in synonymy. Nevertheless we consider the species D. fruticosa as uncertain as well as the presence of H. rotundifolia in Equatorial Guinea. Previously recorded from Río Muni (LEJO- LY & LISOWSKI, 1999c: 188; PARMENTIER & NGUEMA, 2001: 216; PARMENTIER & al., 2001: 350; PARMENTIER, 2002: 914) . Previously recorded from: Bioko (HUT- CHINSON, 1928: 209; GUINEA, 1946: 341; HUTCHINSON & DALZIEL, 1954: 251; JOHANS-SON, 1974: 42; MORALES, 1994: 17) and Río Muni (GUINEA, 1946: 157 (HUTCHINSON & DALZIEL, 1954: 263; MO-RALES, 1994: 17; 1995: 17) . 
Heterotis rupicola
*Lijndenia jasminoides (Gilg) Borhidi
*
Doubtful records
No specimen supporting the following records has been found:
Memecylon englerianum Cogn. recorded in Río Muni (GUINEA, 1946: 341) . This species is distributed over Nigeria and Western Cameroon.
Memecylon erythranthum Gilg recorded in Río Muni (GUINEA, 1946: 146) . This species is distributed in Tanzania and Zimbabwe; its presence in Equatorial Guinea is not very probable.
Osbeckia tubulosa Sm. recorded in Río Muni (GUINEA, 1946: 184) . This species is distributed from Guinea to Nigeria; its presence in Equatorial Guinea is not very probable.
Tristemma albiflorum Benth. recorded in Río Muni (GUINEA, 1946: 184) . This species is distributed from Senegal to Ghana, its presence in Equatorial Guinea is not very probable.
We prefer not to consider those species in the check list as long as no material is collected in Equatorial Guinea.
Insufficently known species
Memecylon fernandianum Gilg ex Engl. has been recorded from Bioko (GUINEA, 1946: 341; HUTCHINSON & DALZIEL, 1954: 263) .
Memecylon tessmannii Gilg ex Engl. recorded in Río Muni (GUINEA, 1946: 341) .
Memecylon vogelii Naudin recorded in Bioko (HUTCHINSON, 1928: 215; GUINEA, 1946: 341) .
Tristemma oreosthamnos Mildbr. has been recorded from Annobón (EXCELL, 1963: 100; GUINEA, 1946: 340; 1951: 178; HEDBERG & HED-BERG, 1968: 134; MORALES, 1994: 18) .
We could not examine any specimens of those species. As they are insufficently known (LEBRUN & STORK, 1991) we prefer not to consider them in the check list.
Repartition of species between Bioko, Annobón and Río Muni
The species repartition is given in table 2, as well as the indications for the 26 new species for the country, for Río Muni (29), Bioko (6) and Annobón (3). Fifty-seven species were found in Equatorial Guinea, 49 in Río Muni, 23 in Bioko and 6 in Annobón. The high number of species newly recolted in the country and the fact that several species are represented by one or few herbarium specimen, indicates that the prospection should be continued.
Collection index
The species is indicated by a number in parenthesis corresponding to the number in the check list. 
